Coronary flow reactions to arachidonic acid are inhibited by docosahexaenoic acid.
Arachidonic acid (AA) administered to isolated perfused rat hearts produced coronary vasoconstriction followed by vasodilatation due to biotransformation of AA into vasoactive metabolites. The formation of these metabolites may be blocked with ibuprofen or fenclorac. Slow infusions of docosahexaenoic acid (DHx) resulted in an inhibition of the coronary responses to AA. These results indicate that DHx behaves as a modulator of coronary responses elicited by AA metabolites.